HIS  RELATION  TO  CULTURE

of the pro-scientific age was knowledge and refine-
ment; the need of our age is health and sanity, cool
heads and good digestion. And to this end the bitter
and drastic remedies from the shore and the moun-
taniH are for us.

The gospel of the average man, Matthew Arnold
thought, wan inimical to the ideal of a rare and high
excellence. But, in holding tip the average man,
Whitman was only holding up the broad, universal
human qualities, and showing that excellence may
go with them also. AH a matter of Fact, are we not
astonished almost daily by the superb qualities
shown by the average man, the heroism shown by
firemen, engineers, workingmen, soldiers, .sailors?
Do we not know that true greatness, true nobility
and .strength of soul, may go and do go with com-
monplace, everyday humanity? Whitman would
lift the average man to a higher average, and still
to a higher, without at all weakening the qualities
wlu'eh he shares with universal humanity as it exists
over and under all special advantages and social
refmementH. He says that one of the convictions
that underlie bin "Leaves" is the conviction that
the "crowning growth of the United Stales is to be
.spiritual and heroic," a prophecy which in our
times, I confers, does not seem very near fulfill-
ment. of a highly refined and eivilixed
